
 
  

  

 
 

The National Guarantor in the context of Covid-19 outbreak 

 

Rome, 24 March 2020 

 

Immigration Removal Centres (CPRs) 

To-date, the CPRs host 381 people — of which 33 are women. From March 12th to today, the number 

of detained migrants has declined by 44 people. 

As already reported in the previous days’ bulletins, the National Guarantor has questioned the 
Minister of the Interior and is awaiting a reply. At this point, is it commonsensical to deprive a person 
of his/her liberty in view of their repatriation if they currently cannot be repatriated, given the many 
borders being sealed and the suspension of air or sea connections with the vast majority of countries? 

From a very simple web consultation on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ service 
http://www.viaggiaresicuri.it/, it is easy to get a rough idea of how many returns have become 
impossible. In fact, on this basis, three Spanish migrant centers have already been closed. 

An interview with John Sandweg, former acting director of a US immigrant detention centre — 
available on the web — is well summarized in his phrase “Release immigrants from detention or 
COVID-19 will spread like wildfire inside”. In our country, we are not in a situation like this also 
because the numbers in Italy do not have the connotation of mass detention typical of the United 
States. However, the problem arises for those who presumably will have to be released before the 
end of this epidemic time and for whom the period from now on is likely to be a cutback in time and 
freedom, as well as a great risk of exposure to the infection, consequent to nothing and with no 
reasons for continuing. 

To understand the extent of the matter, for example, out of 45 people detained in Gradisca d'Isonzo 
CPR, 13 have their pre-return detention expiring within two months. Out of the 13 migrants, 8 are in 
custody in execution of an administrative measure.   

The National Guarantor has almost ended the migrants’ profiling currently detained in these 
structures.  

  

Residences for the execution of security sentences (REMS) 

Today, the National Guarantor had urged feedback from the REMS of Volterra, Mondragone, San 
Nicola Baronia, Vairano, Spinazzola, Capoterra, Santa Sofia d'Epiro, Pisticci and Maniago. They are to 
provide information about the measures taken in the structures re contact visits and phone calls, 
medical and rehabilitation visits outside the structure and the real possibility of spending some time 
in the open air, although within the walls of the residence. This information received, it will be 
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possible to outline the overall picture, following a pattern already adopted by the National Guarantor, 
which will help understanding to what extent the knock-on effects of Covid-19 has affected the 
patient’s rehabilitation and the further development of tailored programmes elaborated with the 
territorial services. 

Out of the 21 REMS that have already replied, 10 have suspended all individual visits, while 5 have 
restricted the possibility to engage in contact visits to exceptional cases and the remaining REMS have 
decreased the number of visits while allowing visitors to access the facilities following health 
guidelines. 

 

Prisons 

Attention is still high on prison environment. In particular, three aspects are under close supervision: 
(1) the effectiveness of the legal measures introduced to reduce prison population and their impact 
on the many solid initiatives that local Guarantors, Supervisory Courts, Regional Prison managers and 
the central Prison service are discussing and promoting, in dedicated conference tables, too; (2) the 
effectiveness of what is going to be implemented to compensate restrictions on visual contacts; (3) 
the consequences of the past few weeks’ riots with regard to a) the practicability of spaces and b) the 
inquiries on recent deaths and alleged violence in some prisons. 

With regard to point (1), while writing this bulletin, 58,624 people are in prisons, a decrease of 234 
people if compared to yesterday.  

To-date, 86 prisons have set up 123 preventive health care isolation wards, for special cases accessing 
the facility or for imposed separation from those with fever symptoms. Currently, there are 260 
people accommodated in these structures waiting for the necessary quarantine. The number of 
infected prisoners is always very low. However, unverified rumors are circulating about new cases 
tested positive for coronavirus, which confuse precautionary isolation with actual infection. 

As for the means of communication alternative to contact visits, the National Guarantor – also 
counting on the valuable information from the local Guarantors – is immediately reporting to Prison 
Department about critical situations while urging solutions. Today, for instance, it reported on Saluzzo 
prison’s situation where remote communications are overall insufficient. Phone calls with legal 
advisers have raised some concerns. In particular, the Milan Bar Association had to intervene to solve 
the absolutely unacceptable situation in Opera prison (Milan) which management stopped prisoners’ 
phone calls with lawyers. 

Lastly, the dialogue between the National Guarantor and the Public Prosecutor’s Offices continues re 
the inquiries consequent the riots occurred a few weeks ago, in particular the deaths of 13 detainees.  

 

 


