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Prisons 

In these days, the Department of Penitentiary Administration is undergoing significant management 
changes. After the appointment of Roberto Tartaglia as deputy Head of the Department — following 
former Chairman Francesco Basentini’s resignation, the Minister of Justice nominated Dino Petralia, the 
current Attorney General at the Court of Appeal in Reggio Calabria, Head of the Prison National Service.  

In the press release issued on May 2, the National Guarantor wishes the newly designated Head of the 
Department good working days, and it is sure that his professional career and well-known ability to 
manage different situations as a justice will make a difference to the whole system. These leadership 
skills will constitute an important premise in the management of such a fundamental field of 
intervention as prison administration. Indeed, it requires consideration for always keeping together the 
two main pillars of prison administration — security and the respect for basic rights — within the 
constitutional frame defined for the enforcement of prison sentences.  

On this occasion, the National Guarantor underlined how the management of the Prison Department, 
especially in these days of particular emergency that affected the country and is more perceived in all 
places of deprivation of liberty, requires sympathy and nearness to staff working in prison with 
dedication and self-denial, along with the different professional skills. It also calls for guiding and 
practical lines for interventions addressing robust attention to perspective of social resettlement of 
prisoners and the overall need to reduce reoffending. Hence, the requirement of great managerial as 
well as legal and institutional competences and the aptitude to weave profitable relationships with the 
social context that differently contributes to setting up significant pathways inside and outside the 
prison environment. 

The National Guarantor has expressed the certainty that the  Department’s new leadership will be able 
to move in this direction and declares from now on available for utmost collaboration in that attentive, 
alert and cooperative spirit that has always guided its institutional mandate.  

The visit that the new deputy Head of the Department of Penitentiary Administration Roberto Tartaglia 
paid today to the National Guarantor, on his second day of assignment, is truly within this perspective. 

Yesterday, prison population went down to 53,139 inmates present in cell rooms, while 806 persons 
were on license or leave, or in other conditions of temporary release. To date, home detention measures 
applied so far from March 18 have affected 2,917, where 746 of them are subject to electronic tagging. 

In April, there was a daily average of 58 new arrivals to prison. In parallel, there was a daily average of 
72 persons being released, 52 on house arrest, 68 on home detention and 16 on measures alternative 
to detention. In order to have a term of reference and understand what the incoming and outgoing flows 
may be, we should compare these data with daily averages in January. The daily average of new arrivals 
was 130, while prisoners leaving detention were in details 95 released, 32 on house arrest, 10 on home 
detention and 9 on alternative measures. 
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These numbers do some justice to the widespread opinion that the decrease in prison population has 
been mostly due to the lower number of new arrivals. From the comparison, it is evident, for example, 
that a significant increase interested home detention measures, which have boosted from 10 daily 
average in January to 68 in April. 

The National Guarantor has repeatedly urged the Prison Administration to use new means of 
communication and methodologies such as video calls in order to continue prison projects and 
educational and training courses. To this extent, the National Guarantor got informed of a recitation 
project at the local theatre inside Rome Rebibbia N.C. prison being carried out at distance, which 
involved 25 prisoners. The project got support by Unidata for its online connection and eventually an at-
distance theatrical experience could be started, which developed through a whole week. The project is 
led by the Enrico Maria Salerno Study Centre. The National Guarantor has given prominence to this 
proposed alternative methodology and wanted to underline that whenever projects are oriented 
towards experimentation and openness — and not towards a self-reflected punitive claustrophilia, they 
result in positive outcomes. To be kept in mind for phase 2 of the emergency. 

In this perspective, the National Guarantor has started a discussion forum with the organised civil society 

and the volunteer world and — together with the National Conference for Volunteers in Prisons — 

scheduled a Zoom meeting for next May 19. 
 

Migrant people 

The National Guarantor is particularly concerned with the continuous new arrivals of migrant people to 
the Italian coasts and the conditions created that have determined some difficulties in terms of 
exceeding occupancy figures, possibility of displacements and need to prevent contagion. The island of 
Lampedusa is, once again, at the heart of the matter. At the same time, it represents a migration junction 
towards other less precarious shelters available to those who have reached its shores. 

Official reports have confirmed three recent arrivals, one of 72 people, one of 64 and a third of 10. Of 
the 146 people, who make up the whole group and which also include five children, 82 persons have 
been transferred by ship to Porto Empedocle [in the province of Agrigento, Sicily]. The others for now 
are stuck at the Favaloro pier: part of them also spent the night there. 

Meanwhile, "Sea-Watch" has sent a letter to the National Guarantor expressing serious concern about 
the conditions lived by foreign nationals arrived to Lampedusa in these emergency times linked to the 
Covid-19 epidemic and to their evident vulnerability of this particular groups. The NGO denounced the 
living conditions in the hotspot, decidedly inadequate to be considered a quarantine location. 

The national Guarantor - sharing the need for both an urgent intervention at local level and a broader 
strategic hypothesis relating to the management of reception in places and spaces capable of 
guaranteeing full respect for dignity among people - has again ensured the Ministry of the Interior about 
its willingness to cooperate to find less problematic solutions for all the players involved (migrants, 
inhabitants of the island, operators, Police Forces) once, however, the unsustainability of the situation 
has been recognized here I'm. 

 

Residences for the Execution of Security Measures (REMS) 

In the residences for the execution of security measures, the incoming and outgoing flows have 
undergone slight variations. The 13 entrances in the period from 1 February to 15 April are paid 26 
resignations and ten final experiment licenses (LFE). 

It is striking that the very structure less similar to the concept of Rems - that of Castiglione delle Stiviere 
- has remained identical in the overall number of patients in its modules, stable in the value of 159. 

As for positivity, the data collected by the Guarantor report two symptomatic positive patients, in the 
San Maurizio Canavese facility, one of whom has died , and 11 asymptomatic in Castiglione delle Stiviere, 
ten of whom have recovered. The number of tampons performed is extremely variable: none in a 
substantial number of structures, very few cases in others, up to 60 in Ceccano, 99 in Nogara and 900 in 



Castiglione delle Stiviere. Serological tests were performed in Volterra, Macerata Feltria and San Nicola 
Baronia. 

  
2020 Report to Parliament 

As already reported, the 2020 Report to Parliament, which the National Guarantor will deliver by 30 

June, will be presented in streaming — possibly a webinar to which people interested in participating 

will register. The National Guarantor will present its report from the public institutional premises agreed 

for the event but without the institutions’ representatives present.  Around mid-May, the link will be 

published on the National Guarantor's website (and sent to a wide mailing list) in order to register in the 

webinar. Those confirming their participation will be asked a postal address where the publication is 

further mailed.  

 

  
 The next bulletin will be released on Friday 

  All issues of the Bulletin are available on the website of the National Guarantor in the navigation 
bar in the Covid area -19 : http://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/it/covid19.page 

  


