
 
  

  

 
 

18th March 2020 

  

The Decree-Law 

It was yesterday evening that the text of the Decree-Law prepared by the Council of Ministers was published. 

It contains, inter alia, two specific articles concerning people in prison. 

The first article (No.123) modifies, as already anticipated yesterday, on Law No.199 of 2010, providing for a 

temporary extension of the measures to be adopted until 30th June 2020, that simplifies the procedure for 

accessing home detention and does not consider anymore as preclusive the assessment on the risk of 

absconding and of relapse. In addition to those who were already excluded from the measure according to 

Law No.199, others are not considered as recipients of the exceptional provision, namely those who reported 

disciplinary sanctions relating to riots, evasion or crimes committed in prison. The Decree text maintains its 

limits about the length of the prison sentence of up to 18 months, even residual. However, for those who 

have a sentence or a residual term less than 18 months but more than 6 months, the application of the 

electronic monitoring bracelet is foreseen according to the availability programme, which will be defined 

within ten days from the entry into force of the Decree-Law by the Prison Administration, in cooperation with 

the Chief of Police. 

The second article (No. 124), on the other hand, deals with detainees who are on semi-liberty regime and 

provides that they will be granted licenses until 30th June 2020. This will create a number of places at the 

disposal of the prison establishments for their necessities inside the detention area.   

This is an important first step that will make it possible to decrease the number of prisoners, guaranteeing 

everyone's safety, and meeting the needs to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in prisons. Obviously, the 

National Guarantor trusts that the application of these measures will be cohesive with the sign of the times 

that characterised their expectation: that of favouring, indeed in terms of safety, a wide possibility of access 

for those who are in the requirements indicated by the law. 

 

Prisons 

The Prison Administration Department reported yesterday that there are some cases tested positive among 

detainees. These are very limited numbers (ten) and among them some have not yet come into contact with 

the rest of the prisoners thanks to the triage process all new arrivals are undergoing. When needed, people 

are placed in quarantine inside specific wards that are arranged in most prisons. In agreement with the 

Ministry of Justice, the National Guarantor will be constantly informed on the ongoing situation. 

Meanwhile, in close collaboration with the local Guarantors, the activity of monitoring the conditions in 

prisons continues. Visits are being made to the prison facilities, especially those most damaged by the 

protests. The National Guarantor is also committed to checking, with Prosecutors and in some cases through 

visits, the reliability of some information received about acts of reprisal against people who took part in the 

protests. 

Prisoners’ families continue to ask for information on their relatives in prison who were transferred following 

the riots. In this regard, the National Guarantor has urged the Prison Administration in order to ensure that 

all persons transferred to other facilities can call their closest relatives in order to let them know about their 

new allocation.  
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National Preventive Mechanism under the OPCAT  

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/OPCAT/NPM/Italy25April2014.pdf
http://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/OPCAT/NPM/Italy25April2014.pdf


 

Residences for people with disabilities or the elderly 

The National Guarantor expresses concern about the lack of operational advices by Regions and 

Municipalities relating to the setup of home services replacing the semi-residential Centres for people with 

disabilities or the elderly, provided for by the Decree-Law in articles 47 and 48. 

 

The National Guarantor is also tackling the issues related to the novel coronavirus. While drafting 

the bulletin, we are interrupted by the team sent for the disinfection of our premises and we have to 

leave the Office. 


