
 
  

  

 
 

The National Guarantor in the context of Covid-19 outbreak 

 

Rome, 27 March 2020 

 

Immigration Removal Centres (CPRs) 

Today, the National Guarantor paid visit to the CPR in Ponte Galeria (Rome), the only removal Centre 

accommodating  women. 109 people were present (79 men and 30 women): 12 migrants are expected 

to leave in the coming days. Out of the total number of guests, 27 foreign nationals have their maximum 

period of pre-removal detention expiring by the end of May. The situation given, their repatriation is 

impossible to be scheduled because of the flight lockdown.  

Currently, in the CPRs no cases have been tested positive nor there are suspected ones. However, all 

migrants newly arriving at the Centres are preventively placed in a separate module, which is not a place 

where people are really isolated — that is placed alone — in single rooms. Furthermore, the Centre’s 

Managing Body claimed the lack of precise information on the procedures to be adopted in the event of 

an episode of contagion in the Centre.  

The National Guarantor is continuing its dialogue with the Ministry of the Interior on the placement of 

the foreign nationals who are leaving the CPR and do not have a place to stay. This problem emerged in 

all its harshness today while visiting the structure: the case of a woman who had her term expired and 

had to leave the Centre with no reference of a place where to stay. To solve the problem, the Director 

of the Centre — together with the town’s Guarantor — had to get in contact with the Social Emergencies 

Situation Room of the city of Rome.  

Currently, there are 364 migrants in the CPRs and the National Guarantor is verifying the number of 

those who will be dismissed shortly, during the ongoing pandemic emergency, thus with all flights 

stopped.  

 

Prisons 

Today, prison population declined to 57,944, with a further drop, compared to yesterday, by 300 units. 

It is clear that the result to be achieved to have less packed prisons, outlined by the preliminary 

provisions envisaged in the Decree-Law 18/2020, has produced the indirect effect of promoting the 

Supervisory Court’s analysis and positive assessment of alternatives to imprisonment, which were not 

so far considered. Besides, it does not mean that more incisive legislative instruments are no more 

required and it is necessary to apply the measures foreseen in the Decree — which is already effective 

— though the expected electronic tags are not yet available for use.  

In these hours, the head of the police and the head of the prison administration are signing a decree. It 

was foreseen in the Decree-Law ten days ago, and it should determine the availability of the electronic 

bracelets and their implementation modalities.  
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National Preventive Mechanism under the OPCAT  

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/OPCAT/NPM/Italy25April2014.pdf
http://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/OPCAT/NPM/Italy25April2014.pdf


The situation of contagion in prison remains stable. Another case was tested positive — but this result 

was not confirmed by the second swab — and two others tested positive were found in two different 

prisons.  

 

The European networking 

Under the auspices of the United Nations, the Reunión regional de los mecanismos nacionales de 

prevención de la tortura (the Latin American NPMs) is scheduled for today afternoon in videoconference. 

The meeting’s agenda includes the presentation of the Italian and the Spanish situations in the context 

of the Covid -19 emergency and the interventions the respective NPMs have planned and carried out. It 

is worth mentioning that the National Guarantor is the Italian NPM.   

Frontex has developed a map of the restrictions introduced by several countries across Europe to slow 

the spread of the pandemic. It is available at the following link https://frontex.europa.eu/media-

centre/news -release / covid-19-restrictions-4IdY3J.  

 

Residences for people with disabilities or the elderly  

The collaboration between the National Guarantor and the National Health Institute to survey the 

spread of Covid-19 in nursing homes (so called Residenze sanitarie assistenziali - RSA) is ongoing (see 

the link https://www.epicentro.iss.it/coronavirus/sars-cov-2-survey-rsa). While we are writing the 

bulletin, a video conference is taking place with the team of the National Health Institute for an analysis 

and evaluation of the first data collected after some questionnaires were completed. In the forthcoming 

days, the first analysis and evaluation results will be made available.  

https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news-release/covid-19-restrictions-4IdY3J
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news-release/covid-19-restrictions-4IdY3J
https://www.epicentro.iss.it/coronavirus/sars-cov-2-survey-rsa

